
The Story Behind 
The Song 

 

Periodically this publication will share the 
background of a few of the hymns that we 
sing.  Often times understanding the lyricist’s 
history or the circumstances that inspired 
them may provide for us a deeper level of 
appreciation as we are “teaching and 
admonishing one another in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing with 
grace in your hearts to the Lord” (Col 3:16). 
 

Frances Jane Crosby 
(Fanny Crosby) 

1820-1915 
 

Fanny Crosby was probably the 
most prolific hymnist in history. 

sung hymns to the praise of God 
if I had been distracted by the 
beautiful and interesting things 
about me.” 
 
 In her lifetime, Fanny Crosby 
was one of the best known 
women in the United States. To 
this day, the vast majority of 
American hymnals contain her 
work. 
 
 When Fanny d ied,  her 
tombstone carried the words, 
“Aunt Fanny” and “Blessed 
assurance, Jesus is mine. Oh, 
what a foretaste of glory divine.” 
 
Below are a few of the songs 
Fanny Crosby penned. 
 

- Able to Deliver 
- All the Way My Savior Leads Me 
- Blessed Assurance 
- He Hideth My Soul 
- I Am Thine, O Lord 
- No Tears in Heaven 
- Only a Step 
- Praise Him, Praise Him 
- Redeemed, How I Love to 
Proclaim It! 
- Rescue the Perishing 
- Send the Gospel Light 
- To the Work 
- Will You Come? 

Though blinded by an incompetent 
doctor at six weeks of age, she 
wrote over 8,000 hymns. About her 
blindness, she said: 
 

“It seemed intended by the blessed 
providence of God that I should be 
blind all my life, and I thank him for 
the dispensation. If perfect earthly 
sight were offered me tomorrow I 
would not accept it. I might not have 
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“And let us consider one another in order to 
stir up love and good works”  Hebrews 10:24 
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SHEEP 
 
 Matthew 9:36 But when He saw the 
multitudes, He was moved with compassion 
for them, because they were weary and 
scattered, like sheep having no shepherd. 
The disposition of the Lord towards the 
throngs of Jewish people that followed Him 
was not that of anger and disappointment, but 
one of sympathy and mercy. 
 
 Prior to the coming of the Messiah, the 
people had been destitute of faithful guides to 
go before them in the things of God. Sheep 
are more apt to go astray than any other 
creature, and while they are away from the 
fold they are helpless, lethargic, and lack the 
ability to find their way home again. Those 
souls of sinful men are likened to lost sheep; it 
is necessary for them to be rescued and 
directed back by trustworthy shepherds. 
Sadly, the Jewish leaders for many centuries 
had forgotten their duty towards the flock of 
God and not only had allowed the people to 
wander but assisted them in their journey 
away from the fold. Jeremiah 50:6 "My 
people have been lost sheep. Their shepherds 
have led them astray; they have turned them 
away on the mountains. They have gone 
from mountain to hill; they have forgotten 
their resting place. God spoke very sternly 
through the prophet Ezekiel in 34:2-4 "Son of 
man, prophesy against the shepherds of 
Israel, prophesy and say to them, 'Thus says 
the Lord GOD to the shepherds: "Woe to the 
shepherds of Israel who feed themselves! 
Should not the shepherds feed the flocks? 3 
"You eat the fat and clothe yourselves with 
the wool; you slaughter the fatlings, but you 
do not feed the flock. 4 "The weak you have 
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not strengthened, nor have you healed those 
who were sick, nor bound up the broken, nor 
brought back what was driven away, nor 
sought what was lost; but with force and 
cruelty you have ruled them. The people were 
to be pitied more than chastised because they 
would have been better off on their own than 
to be misguided by these blind shepherds who 
didn't even recognize the Christ standing right 
in front of them. 
 
 Jesus made it distinctly clear He had a 
different agenda than the previous Jewish 
leaders. Matthew 18:11-14 "For the Son of 
Man has come to save that which was lost. 12 
"What do you think? If a man has a hundred 
sheep, and one of them goes astray, does he 
not leave the ninety-nine and go to the 
mountains to seek the one that is straying? 13 
"And if he should find it, assuredly, I say to 
you, he rejoices more over that sheep than 
over the ninety-nine that did not go astray. 14 
"Even so it is not the will of your Father who 
is in heaven that one of these little ones 
should perish. The Lord also warned the 
people to be on guard for false shepherds and 
those who would promote some other way of 
salvation other than the Lamb of God (John 
10:1-10). As the good Shepherd of our souls, 
the Lord is willing to sacrifice His own life for 
the safety of the sheep (John 10:11-15).  
 
 Each one of us needs to eventually realize 
how very lost we are without Jesus and that 
true security only comes to those that will trust 
Him. 1 Peter 2:25 For you were like sheep 
going astray, but have now returned to the 
Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 

WE DON’T KNOW 
 
Besides being clear about what we 
know, we also need to be clear about 
what we don't know. As we do that, we 
have an opportunity to help people 
grow in their faith, because faith, clas-
sically defined, is a combination of 
knowledge and trust. So faith contains 
an element of trusting that God is faith-
ful in what we don't know. As we come 
into a greater sense of what we don't 
know, our appreciation of how awe-
some God is increases, because we 
have to trust. 
 
Proverbs 3:5 Trust in the LORD with all 
your heart, And lean not on your own 

understanding; 
 

1 Corinthians 13:12 For now we see in 
a mirror, dimly, but then face to face. 
Now I know in part, but then I shall 

know just as I also am known. 
 
 

WHAT IS RELIGION? 
 

“Religion to our grandparents was an 
experience; 
 

Religion to our parents was a tradition; 
 

But religion to many of us today is little 
more than a convenience.” 
 

- Dr. Louis Evans – Presbyterian minister 


