
The Three Sisters 
by Bruce J. Dehut 

 

One of the most prominent sights in Central 
Oregon and part of the Cascade Mountain 
range are the Three Sisters. This trio of snow 
capped peaks project majestically from the 
horizon adding to the breath taking view that 
fills the observer’s field of vision. These 
three pinnacles loom at over 10,000 feet each 
in elevation and have been unofficially chris-
tened thusly: Faith, Hope, and Charity. 
 

Undoubtedly those who nicknamed these 
summits had read the holy words of Paul 
found in his first letter to Corinth. 
 

And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these 
three;… (1 Corinthians 13:13a KJV). 
FAITH:  …"firm persuasion," a conviction 

5:5) and is provided as an anchor of 
our souls (Hebrews 6:19). 
 
CHARITY (LOVE) 
"Christian love has God for its primary 
object, and expresses itself first of all 
in implicit obedience to His command-
ments. (Vine's Expository Dictionary) 
 

Love and God cannot be differentiated; 
the best way to describe love is to 
mention God Himself. God is love, 
and he who abides in love abides in 
God, and God in him (1 John 4:16b). 
God out of His goodness and mercy 
showed forth His love for us by send-
ing His Son to die in our place (John 
3:16) and we reciprocate that love 
back to Him. We love Him because He 
first loved us (1 John 4:19). 
 

Love is not just expressed verbally but 
it is to be observed in our lives. “If you 
love Me, keep My command-
ments” (John 14:15). Love is the moti-
vating force that aids us in denying 
ourselves and doing all for God. For 
the love of Christ compels us, because 
we judge thus: that if One died for all, 
then all died; and He died for all, that 
those who live should live no longer 
for themselves, but for Him who died 
for them and rose again (2 Corinthians 
5:14-15). We make evident our love 
for God by how we regard our fellow 
man. Beloved, if God so loved us, we 
also ought to love one another (1 John 
4:11). 
 

Faith and hope are essential to the 
Christian’s life but the glue that holds 
it all together, the principle that cannot 

based upon hearing …is used in the NT al-
ways of "faith in God or Christ, or things spiri-
tual." (Vine's Expository Dictionary) 
 

A hearkening to the message of God produces 
faith. So then faith comes by hearing, and 
hearing by the word of God (Romans 10:17). 
A person’s faith is demonstrated by succumb-
ing to the will of the Lord. Therefore submit to 
God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you 
(James 4:7). And exemplified by living our 
lives by seeing with the eyes of faith. For we 
walk by faith, not by sight (2 Corinthians 5:7). 
 
HOPE: …"favorable and confident expecta-
tion" …the happy anticipation of good (Vine's 
Expository Dictionary) 
 

Hope came about by the power demonstrated 
over the grave by the Messiah through His Fa-
ther. Who through Him believe in God, who 
raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory, 
so that your faith and hope are in God (1 Pe-
ter 1:21). Because of the resurrection of our 
Lord and Savior we too have confidence and 

patiently endure for the time we will be united 
together with Him and in the unseen realm of 
heaven. For we were saved in this hope, but 
hope that is seen is not hope; for why does one 
still hope for what he sees? But if we hope for 
what we do not see, we eagerly wait for it with 
perseverance (Romans 8:24-25). And this 
hope given by God never disappoints (Romans 
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be neglected, is charity (love NKJV). But 
above all these things put on love, which is 
the bond of perfection (Colossians 3:14). 
 

1 Corinthians 13:13b …but the greatest of 
these is charity. 
 
VISUALIZE  
The image that remains engrained in the 
memories of us that have beheld the pic-
turesque beauty of the Three Sisters 
should be no greater than the enduring 
characteristics of Faith, Hope and Charity 
recorded in God’s holy book. For the 
words of God will far out last the physical 
mountains of this world, thus it behooves 
us never to loose sight of these three godly 
attributes in our lives.  
 

None Of My Business 
by Robert Archer 

 

When Jesus said that Christians are the 
salt of this earth and the light of the world, 
he meant that we would involve ourselves 
in the affairs of this world to influence and 
change them. No, he did not say to en-
gage in the things that are wrong, but to 
do our best to make the wrong things 
right. 
 

Our influence is not being felt because too 
many of us are content to stand on the 
sidelines and allow the world to sink 
deeper and deeper into wickedness. We 
excuse ourselves by saying, "It is none of 
my business." 
 

Major William E. Mayer, an armed forces 
psychiatrist, made a study of POWS in the 
Korean war. He tells the story of a man 
named Gallagher: 
 

There was a man named Gallagher. He 
was tried and convicted in a New York 

military court...on two charges of first-degree 
murder in a POW camp. He was a monster. 
He was in a hut in North Korea, and in the hut 
there were some men whom he considered 
socially unacceptable; they had very bad dys-
entery--and so Gallagher threw them out. It 
was 30 degrees below outside that hut, and 
they died right away. 
 

So we tried and convicted him of murder. Now 
we know that nothing, such as saying "don’t 
hurt your fellow American," is going to reach 
Gallagher or the few people who are like Gal-
lagher. But they’re really not our problem; I 
don’t think they ever will be. They couldn’t 
possibly be. 
 

We have a worse problem than that. The Gal-
lagher type of problem, you can see and you 
can deal with; you can fight it. The worst prob-
lem is the one this point is designed for. It’s 
the other forty men in the hut. It is the wit-
nesses we collected for that trial. Their inter-
rogations would go through something like 
this: We’d say: "Soldier, did you see Galla-
gher throw those men out of the hut?" The 
soldier would say, "Yes, sir I did." "And what 
were you doing at the time he threw them out 
of the hut, soldier?" "Well, I was huddling to-
gether with everybody else to try to keep 
warm; it was very cold up there, and you had 
to get heat from the other people’s bodies." 
"What were you doing to try to keep Gallagher 
from throwing these men out in the freezing 
cold?" "Nothing, sir." "And why not, soldier," 
we ask. And invariably, or almost invariably, 
the answer would come back: "Well, sir, I just 
didn’t feel it was my business to interfere." 
And so the men died. 
 

Are we not like those men when we ignore 
the problems of this world? We need to use 
our influence as people of God to change the 
wrong in the world. ***  
 

(Reprinted from the “Knollwood Messenger” July 1999) 
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